While a majority of Americans believe that solar panel technology has advanced in the past two decades, one
in three believe it has not. Still the majority of survey respondents believe that the U.S. can now make solar a
. . . part of meeting our energy needs.
Key Findings: . o |
j APPLI E D « Thirty percent of Americans believe solar technology has not advanced in two decades.
. L o : :
@l MATERIALS ® Nearly eight in 10 (78%) believe that compared to 10 years ago, the U.S. now has the technological

> Americans have limited !(nowledge of solar energy. Many do know-how for solar energy to become an important part of our nation’s energy needs.
not know, or they overestimate, what percentage of total U.S.

S u m m e r So I St i ce energy consumption and renewable use is sourced from solar - This belief is especially strong in California (95%).
energy.

. . L. . Four out of five (81%) agree that solar energy should play a greater role in meeting our nation's energy
u rvey > Still, Americans believe in the potential for solar. The needs in the next five years. In fact, the majority believe that the U.S. government is moving too slow in its
majority of persons surveyed believe that the U.S. now has the adoption of this energy source and that utility companies should include solar energy as a part of their
technological know-how to make solar energy become an energy generation mix.

important part of the nation’s energy needs.
L. . * Nationally, few respondents (17%) strongly disagree that solar energy should play a greater role.
> Solar energy adoption is moving too slow. Most respondents

think that solar energy should play a greater role in meeting
the nation’s energy needs, calling for government to speed up

* Half of Americans (50%) think that the U.S. Government goal to have 25% of our power generated by
renewable energy by 2025 is too slow a pace of adoption. Almost four in 10 (38%) believe the pace is just

its adoption of renewable energy and for utilities to include right, while very few think it is too fast (6%).
solar energy as a part of their energy generation mix. * More than two-thirds of respondents (68%) think utility companies should include solar energy as a part
» Most, but not all, Americans will accept an extra cost for of their energy generation mix. Californians (86%) and New Yorkers (85%) are most likely to feel this way.

renewable energy. Half of those surveyed are willing to pay
extra for their utility company to increase its use of renewable While half of the persons surveyed would be willing to pay more per month for renewable energy,

energy but a significant portion (41%) are not. a significant portion (41%) does not want to take on the cost.

* Half of Americans (53%) would be willing to pay at least an additional 50 cents per month for their utility
company to increase its use of renewable energy.

* Forty-one percent of Americans would not be willing to pay more per month if their utility company
increased its use of renewable energy.

Detailed Findings:

Many do not know, or they overestimate, the percentage of U.S. energy consumption sourced from solar
energy.

* One in five people believe 20% or more of energy consumption in the U.S. comes from solar energy,
when, in fact, it accounts for less than .01% energy generation. Twenty-eight percent of respondents did
not know what percentage of solar energy we use in the U.S.

* Americans are split over whether the greatest percentage of renewable energy in the U.S. comes from
solar energy sources.

- Nationally, 41% believe the greatest percentage comes from solar energy sources while
38% do not. One in five (21%) don't know.

Americans are unsure whether or not the U.S. is the world leader in use of solar power.
« A guarter of survey respondents (24%) think that the U.S. is the world leader in the use of solar power, Survey Methodology:

when in fact Spain and Germany lead the world in solar energy use. ; ; ; ;
Applied Materials engaged Ketchum Global Research Network to design and analyze a telephone survey of a nationally

* 22% of Americans don't know which country has the highest use of solar energy. representative sample of 1,000 American adults and 200 adults in each of the following five states: New York, California,
Colorado, Texas and Florida. For purposes of the survey, renewable energy was defined as energy generated from
While a majority believe that solar energy is the most readily available of all renewable energy sources, resources that are naturally replenished, such as sunlight, wind, tides and geothermal heat. The survey was fielded by
they believe that solar panels on homes are the most efficient way to collect it. Braun Research from June 5-8, 2009. The margin of error for the base sample is +/- 3.0% at the 95% confidence level.

« Sixty-five percent of the persons surveyed believe solar energy is the most readily available renewable
compared to other renewable sources, such as wind or geothermal.

* Over half (56%) believe that the most efficient way to collect solar power is to install panels on
individuals' homes.



